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European Environment Agency

• Supporting and informing policy 
development and implementation by 
data, indicators and assessments

• 33 member and six collaborating 
countries (ministries and 
environment agencies)

• Main target audience: policymakers
at European and national levels

• Networking: annual Eionet workshop 
with all countries, expert meetings

• Supported by European Topic 
Centres, e.g. on adaptation see: 
http://cca.eionet.europa.eu/

http://cca.eionet.europa.eu/


EEA products and services on climate change impacts, vulnerability 
and adaptation
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EU Climate Adaptation Strategy

“to contribute to a more climate resilient Europe”



EU funding for climate action

• LIFE Programme - €864 million for climate projects in 
2014-2020 (split between mitigation and adaptation)

• At least 20% of EU budget 2014-2020 to climate-related 
action (€180 billion) 

• European Fund for Strategic Investment– half of the 
approved funds are climate related

• H2020 research projects: over € 225 million spent on 
adaptation research projects starting between 2014-17



Climate change is affecting all European regions – but adaptation needs differ across regions



Transnational actions (Baltic sea region, example)



National Adaptation Strategies

• 25 Member States 
have developed 
National Adaptation 
Strategies

• 16 have developed 
National Adaptation 
Plans

EEA countries: 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
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Evolution of urban adaptation knowledge in Europe
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Climate-ADAPT: the European Climate Adaptation Platform

http://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/

• Over 730 urban database items (2,400 in total)
• 41 urban adaptation case studies
• Urban Adaptation Support Tool
• Urban Vulnerability Map Book
• 61 city profiles of Mayors Adapt signatories
• 260,000+ visitors (March 2013 - April 2017)

Management and maintenance: EEA 
joint with DG CLIMA

Scope: Supports adaptation strategies, 
policies and actions; Complementary to 
national platforms

Intended Users: Experts and decision 
makers, researchers

Dissemination and sharing: Newsletter; 
Webinars; Conferences, workshops

http://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/


National Climate Adaptation Platforms (example DK)



“Urban adaptation to climate change in Europe 2016”

Analyses on various topics: (multi-level) 

governance, knowledge base, awareness, 

planning, economics, monitoring and reporting.

Key messages:

• Adaptation has started in European cities

– Mainly at planning stage

– Implementation by front-runner cities

• Low cost and ‘soft’ solutions are predominant 

• Emphasis on nature-based solutions (green 

infrastructure)

• Need for transformative adaptation 

– Long-term, systemic approach

https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/urban-adaptation-2016

https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/urban-adaptation-2016


“Financing urban adaptation” (February 2017)7

• Case studies that analyse 11 cities across 
Europe – inspiration for other cities

• Key messages

• Public funds for adaptation measures 
can be difficult to find 

• Cities may lack the capacity to find 
funding sources and apply for money 

• Integrating climate adaptation in 
requirements for new investments or 
redevelopments will save money in the 
long term

• Demonstrating multiple benefits of 
adaptation solutions (e.g. green 
infrastructure) can increase the chance 
of securing funding  

https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/financing-urban-adaptation-to-climate-change

https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/financing-urban-adaptation-to-climate-change


European cities have started to act on adaptation 

Source: EEA, 2017 (Urban Vulnerability Map Book)

Mayors Adapt / Covenant of 
Mayors signatories 2015

Covenant of Mayors signatories 2017



Cities participating in initiatives promoting adaptation

• Global Covenant of 
Mayors / Compact of 
Mayors

• Making Cities 
Resilient

• 100 Resilient Cities

• C40 

• EGCA/EGL

Source: Climate-Adapt, Urban Vulnerability Map Book



Few systemic solutions, example of Copenhagen

Copenhagen Cloudburst Plan as backbone for 
physical development in the City

Copenhagen (Denmark) implements the next 
decades a cloudburst plan with 300 projects, 
combining green, blue and grey solutions
costing 1.5 billion Euro

Adding more urban nature, increasing 
biodiversity and creating a liveable city

Storm water storage space at Tåsingeplads in 
Copenhagen, Denmark



Key challenges for urban adaptation in Europe

• Closing the gap between front-runners and cities just starting to 
work on adaptation
– Exchange of knowledge 

– Funding: sources and support to access them

• Embracing transformative approach to adaptation – moving 
beyond coping and incremental changes

• Developing and maintaining supportive governance framework at 
all levels: EU, national and local

– Providing relevant guidance on adaptation

– Appropriate presentation of existing knowledge

• Mainstreaming adaptation into various municipal work areas

• The need for an integrated approach to adaptation and mitigation



andre.jol@eea.europa.eu

Further information on EEA: https://www.eea.europa.eu/ 

Open European Day at Bonn Resilient Cities, 25 April 2018:
http://resilientcities2018.iclei.org/open-european-day/


