becarce a bhndmark in the efforts of our organisation to break down bargers
between the countdes in the Baltic Sea Region. Alracst 700 participants
gathered to debate tactics and strategies for developing the Region On behalf of the
Baltic Developreent Forurn, and our co-organisers the Fro Baltica Forur and the
EzstWest Institate, please let me once again thank all of you who made it possible
- not lewst the governrnent of the Russian Fedemtion and the city of St. Fetersburg.

The Third Annual Baltic Devebpraent Forum Surarait in St. Petesburg

As you will read in this mport, the Surarait in St. Petersburg proved that the Baltic
Sea Region i rooving ahead towards its aim - to becorce one of the most dyraruc
ard prosperows moions in the wodd, with integration, partrership and rantoal bene-
fit at the top of its regional agenda. Our Region is closer than it has been for centu-
riss and the Balte Sea countries am seeing the opportunities and show the will to
act in unson to the benefit of usall

What i needed i continued support ard invoberent by governments and the
resolwe of the business coraraunity to participate thmugh Lrvest eents, exparsion and
the creation of new readket op portunities. To maintain this momenturn, it is time 1o
raove fmr words to action. The Baltic Develo praent Fonura sees its mle and rois-
sion 1o keep this process on track

The preparatiors for the Fourth Annual Baltic Developreent Forura Surarait have ak
ready begun. The Surarit will be held in Copenhagen durirg the Danish EU
Presdency in 2002, With your kelp, I believe the Surarait will consolidate the Baltic
Sea Region = the meost dynaruc and pmsperous region in the world. That would
not ondy be a gmat achievercernt for the Feglon, but ako a great exaraple fora wodd
in urzent reed of role raodels.

See you nextyearin Copenhagen,

UfFeEI.lemann]

Repocton the 2004 Bxltic Developm ant Forum Summit i



