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Lene Espersen

BDF Chairman

While energy security is of key 
national importance, it is 
also an area where regional 

co-operation and an integrated energy 
market are essential tools for long-term 
sustainable solutions. As Presidency of 
the NB8 Denmark is increasing focus on 
regional co-operation on energy issues 
in order to improve security of supply, 
create more competition and promote 
the transition to a sustainable, low-car-
bon and climate-friendly economy that 
is designed to last. The Energy Union 
is the right initiative at the right time, 
and my hope is that today’s discussions 
will add value to this important work. 

Energy security is a complex issue and 
we must attempt to address the many 
aspects that can promote secure, sus-
tainable and competitive energy. This 
LQFOXGHV�HQKDQFLQJ�HQHUJ\�HɝFLHQF\��
diversifying supply, decarbonising the 
economy, as well as ensuring both 
interconnectivity and a well-function-
ing internal market for energy. Our 
increased co-operation on these issues 
is also important for successful deliber-
ations at COP21 in Paris, where an am-
bitious climate agreement is paramount 
LQ�WKH�ȴJKW�DJDLQVW�JOREDO�ZDUPLQJ��ΖW�
is my goal that the Energy Dialogue in 
the Baltic Sea Region will sustain and 
add momentum for increased regional 
co-operation on energy policy, and that 
ZH�OHDYH�WKH�FRQIHUHQFH�ZLWK�D�ȴUP�
notion of how we can engage relevant 
stakeholders in developing sustain-
able ways of overcoming our common 
challenges.

Baltic Development Forum is 
pleased to welcome participants 
from governments, business and 

other stakeholders in the energy sector 
to the energy dialogue conference. The 
plans for a European energy union with 
forward looking climate policies and an 
ambitious economic growth strategy 
call for enhanced energy cooperation 
in the Baltic Sea Region. While the 
UHJLRQ�DOUHDG\�EHQHȴWV�IURP�VXEVWDQWLDO�
energy cooperation more should be 
done to strengthen regional integration 
in energy to address the challenges and 
seize the opportunities from renewed 
growth, security of energy supply and 
reduction of greenhouse gas emissions.

With this event, Baltic Development 
Forum is hoping to strengthen the 
energy dialogue in the Baltic Sea Region 
and provide a regional public-pri-
vate platform for discussions on the 
challenges in the Baltic Sea Region. It is 
our aim to issue a range of short policy 
papers putting spotlight on various key 
aspects of the regional energy coopera-
tion and develop recommendations on 
how to meet the challenges, increase 
regional cooperation and contribute to 
economic growth, competitiveness and 
sustainability. 

I hope that the conference will also serve 
as an opportunity to establish new part-
nerships and networks among public 
DQG�SULYDWH�VWDNHKROGHUV�LQ�WKLV�ȴHOG�

We warmly welcome your ideas for the 
energy dialogue initiative and invite you 
WR�MRLQ�RXU�HRUWV�RI�EXLOGLQJ�D�VWURQJHU�
energy dialogue in the Baltic Sea region.

 WELCOME           

Martin Lidegaard
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BDF Chairman

 CONFERENCE PROGRAMME         

 ShORT ENERGY BREAk           

14:00 – 14:30

14:30 – 14:45

14:45 – 16:00

16:00 – 16:10

17:25 – 17:30

 REGISTRATION          
&RHH�XSRQ�DUULYDO

 WELCOMING ADDRESSES           

Lene Espersen, BDF Chairman 

Martin Lidegaard��'DQLVK�0LQLVWHU�IRU�)RUHLJQ�$DLUV

 NETWORkING           
Light sandwiches and a glass of wine

 CONCLUDING REMARkS           

Lene Espersen, BDF Chairman

 SESSION          

Economic growth, climatE challEngE and 
EnErgy sEcurity in a Baltic sEa contExt – 
a rEgional vision

What are the visions for energy policy in the Baltic Sea Region? What is the new 
agenda for energy cooperation in the Baltic Sea Region? Coupling of energy security 
DQG�HQHUJ\�HɝFLHQF\��+RZ�DUH�WKH�(8�JRDOV�DQG�LQLWLDWLYHV�DOLJQHG�ZLWK�UHJLRQDO�
priorities with regard to energy security in the Region, in terms of interconnec-
WLYLW\�DFURVV�ERUGHUV��HQHUJ\�HɝFLHQF\�DQG�GLYHUVLȴFDWLRQ�RI�VXSSO\"�&RQVLGHULQJ�
JHRJUDSKLFDO�GLYHUVLȴFDWLRQ�DQG�GLHUHQW�SROLWLFDO�PDQGDWHV��KRZ�GRHV�WKH�UHJLRQ�
ensure the necessary co-operation for optimal resource use? how can industry and 
private sector be better involved in the regional energy plans?

Introduction

Rasmus Helveg Petersen, Danish Minister for Climate, Energy and Building

Panel discussion 

Nordic and Baltic Foreign Ministers (exact countries tbc)

Comment

Jukka Pertola, CEO, Siemens Denmark

16:10 – 17:25  SESSION           

Building an EnErgy dialoguE – PossiBilitiEs for 
EnhancEd rEgional co-oPEration on EnErgy sEcurity 
and EnErgy EfficiEncy

Mapping the way ahead: What are the possible ways towards the regional energy 
JRDOV"�:KDW�DUH�WKH�WUHQGV�DQG�FR�RSHUDWLRQ�SDWWHUQV�LQ�WKH�HQHUJ\�ȴHOG"�:KDW�
is the model for future cooperation in the Baltic Sea Region? Can the Nordic 
experience serve as inspiration? What needs to be done to reach the targets, 
ensure energy security, revitalize the economy and create green jobs?

Panel discussion

Representative of the European Commission, DG ENERGY

Hans Jørgen Koch, Executive Director, Nordic Energy Research 

Preben Birr-Pedersen, CEO, CLEAN; Chairman, Innovation Network Smart Energy

Magnus Rystedt, Managing Director, NEFCO

Pekka Salomaa, Director of Electricity Market, Finnish Energy Industries

Verner Kristiansen, Communication Advisor

Moderator:     



Baltic Development Forum

Baltic Development Forum (BDF) is a leading think-
tank and network for high-level decision makers from 
business, politics, academia, and media in the Baltic 
Sea Region. Baltic Development Forum brings together 
actors from diverse sectors, regions, and levels of 
decision-making to advance sustainable growth, 
innovation and competitiveness in the Baltic Sea 
Region. With a large network across the region, BDF 
provides a platform for public-private partnerships, 
regional initiatives and cross-border actions. 

Contact:

Baltic Development Forum

1\WRUY�����VW�ȵRRU
1450 Copenhagen K, Denmark

Phone: +45 70 20 93 94

www.bdforum.org 

Danish mFa anD the 
presiDencies in 2015

As President for Nordic-Baltic co-operation (NB8), 
Nordic co-operation (N5) and the Nordic Council of 
Ministers in 2015, Denmark has a unique opportunity 
to promote regional co-operation, not least in the area 
of energy security. Energy Dialogue in the Baltic Sea 
Region is a part of the Presidency’s NB8 focus area en-
ergy security, which aims to promote strategic regional 
co-operation in energy policy.

Contact:

'DQLVK�0LQLVWU\�RI�)RUHLJQ�$DLUV
Asiatisk Plads 2, 1448 København 

Phone: +45 3392 00 00

norden2015@um.dk

the norDic council oF ministers

The Nordic Council of Ministers is the forum for Nordic 
governmental co-operation. The Prime Ministers 
have the overall responsibility for Nordic Co-oper-
ation, but have delegated the day-to-day work for 
the formal Nordic cooperation to the Ministers for 
Nordic Co-operation. Despite its name, the Nordic 
Council of Ministers, founded in 1971, consists of 11 
individual councils of ministers, where the ministers 
IRU�VSHFLȴF�SROLF\�DUHDV�PHHW�D�FRXSOH�RI�WLPHV�D�\HDU��
The Presidency of the Council of Ministers, which is 
KHOG�IRU�D�SHULRG�RI�RQH�\HDU��URWDWHV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�ȴYH�
1RUGLF�FRXQWULHV��7KH�PLQLVWHUV�IRU�IRUHLJQ�DDLUV�DQG�
defence meet outside the formal framework of the 
Nordic Council of Ministers.

www.norden.org
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