
 
 

 

 

 

European Parliament 

Rue Wiertzstraat 

B-1047 

Brussels 

 

CPH, 28 April 2009 

 

Dear Member of European Parliament, 

 

 

The first EU Strategy covering a large geographical area of the Union – the Baltic 

Sea Region – will hopefully be adopted during the Swedish EU Presidency in the 

2nd half of 2009. The European Commission (DG Regio) has finalised extensive 

consultations with regional organisations and stakeholders, and the Commission 

will be presenting its proposal to Council in June this year. So far, Baltic 

Development Forum (BDF) finds that there are very good reasons to be optimistic 

that a new and potentially important EU-instrument will be presented.  

 

As EU enlargement proceeds in the future, the regional dimension of the EU can 

hopefully contribute to making the EU come closer to the citizens by creating 

greater awareness of local and regional differences and through more targeted 

cross border programmes and projects. I see the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea 

Region as a very good chance to combine the regional and European integration 

processes in a way that can reinforce both dimensions.  

 

Although this Strategy has a long term perspective, it can hopefully also 

contribute to finding better regional solutions out of the present economic and 

financial crisis by unlocking the full potential that this region offers while 

respecting the acquis communautaire and the principles of the Internal Market. 

 

The Strategy has rightly raised a lot of interest on all levels in the Baltic Sea 

Region and expectations are high. In this regard, BDF has made a lot of efforts 

and also contributed and facilitated to the elaboration of a substantial document. I 

find that this issue deserves full attention during the election campaigns for the 

European Parliament and during the formal decision-making process that is up-

coming.  

 

The European Parliament (and in particular he “Baltic Europe Intergroup”) has 

had a very important role in initiating this process through the adoption of the 

Resolution on the Baltic Sea Region in November 2006. I hope that the 

Parliament will equally be a driving force ensuring substance and support when 

the proposal will be put formally on the political agenda. All the backing from 

dedicated MEPs, especially from members that know this Region best, is 

necessary. The European Parliament can help in many ways and not least through 

the direct dialogue with the electorates and giving substance to the integrated 

regional and European integration processes. 

 

 



 

I would also like to draw the attention to the question of financing of the Strategy. 

In many ways, a modest approach seems to have been chosen, since no new funds 

for the Region should be allocated. It is understandable that the Baltic Sea Region 

countries should avoid provoking discussions on allocation of Community funds 

between different geographical areas of the Union.  

 

At the same time, it should be recognised that there are specific needs that will 

have to be met order to make the Strategy a success and a possible role-model for 

other regions of Europe. Therefore, BDF – as the leading, independent, non-profit 

networking organisation and platform in the region – believes that it is important 

that at least some specific funds for the Strategy are set aside. The Parliament has 

already helped establish a separate budget line on the Baltic Sea Region but so far 

this budget line is empty. Now time is right to take the next step in providing 

support to some specific resources.  

 

In particular, it is important that funds are available for the governance of the 

Strategy allowing both the EU institutions, notably the Commission, and 

parliamentary groupings, regional organisations and private sector representatives 

to play a proactive role in keeping this Strategy an on-going process and a living 

document where the many regional players are constantly encouraged to take 

active part in the regional ambitions of enhanced regional cooperation. Only 

through the involvement of civil society structures and the creation of regional 

stakeholder forum, it will be possible to create a successful regional Strategy. It is 

important to get this first Strategy right. 

  

With the elections for the European Parliament in June it is important to observe 

that the Strategy does not fall in a political vacuum. Also from this perspective, I 

would encourage that the Strategy becomes an issue in the election campaign. I 

hope that you will contribute to ensuring that issue receives full attention.  

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

Uffe Ellemann- Jensen   

Chairman of Baltic Development Forum   


