	[image: image1.png]



	
	[image: image2.png]Baltic /\i Development Forum




Baltic Sea States Subregional

Co-operation




3

Oslo/Copenhagen, 11 February 2008

SUMMARY FROM THE 2nd CO-ORDINATION MEETING 

OF THE BALTIC SEA REGION (BSR) ORGANISATIONS

ON ENERGY AND CLIMATE

Date: Wednesday, 6 February 2008, 13:00-16:00 Venue: Premises of BDF

Organised by: BDF and BSSSC 

Invited organisations: B7, BSC-CPMR, UBC, CBSS, BASREC, BSPC, NCM, NEFCO

Present: B7, BSC-CPMR, UBC, CBSS, BASREC, BSPC, NCM
Mr Hans Brask (BDF) and Mr Arne Øren (BSSSC) welcomed the participants of the meeting, both underlining the importance of Energy and Climate issues for the BSR and its organisations and expressing satisfaction with a larger number of participants at the present meeting. 

1. Activity reports from the BSR organisations: Please, see Attachment 1

      

2. Analysis on Energy Cooperation in the Baltic Sea Region 

Please find enclosed the PPT presentation (Attachment 2) on the analysis BDF delivered at the meeting. 

· There was a general support for the analysis and BDF will now identify costs and financing possibilities.

· It was generally agreed that the analysis should include energy efficiency and savings as two key aspects.

· The organizations should have a common voice and share a common vision. The analysis presented by BDF should reflect that common direction.

· Russia needs to be involved.

· Sustainability should be used as a key word.

BDF Magazine

· BDF will issue two to three BDF Magazines each year, consisting interesting articles, analyses and good examples from the Region. The Magazines are sector specific and the next publication will be on energy. 

· Many thought that the BDF Magazine could be used as a platform to communicate our initiative and bring good examples from our work and network. 

· The organizations should contact Helena Zimmerdahl Torgerson with ideas and input to the Magazine. 

· The newest BDF Magazine can now be downloaded BDF’s website: www.bdforum.org
Further discussion about participation in the scheduled BDF Summit in 2008 and input from the BSR organisations to this event. 

BDF Summit shall take place on 30 November – 2 December in Copenhagen-Malmö, emphasising the regional aspect of energy. High political level. Around 500 participants. BDF welcomes input from the BSR organisations regarding participation from their networks. It is a new way of working with regional organisations. As a part of the Summit, a short paper of the Analysis on Energy Cooperation in the Baltic Sea Region will be a presented. This is an operational idea, and BDF welcomes inputs and ideas. BSR organisations are encouraged to submit names of possible speakers for the Summit to Project Manager Kinga Valeria Szabo (ks@bdforum.org). 

Joint Energy and Climate Platform for the Baltic Sea Region organisations 

BSSSC presented its concept paper on Joint Energy and Climate Platform for co-operation and co-ordination between the BSR organisations. BSSSC wanted to accumulate the ideas and inputs to such a joint platform/group having in mind the discussion at the first BSRO co-ordination meeting in October 2007 in Copenhagen. BSSSC has also tried to identify goals, objectives and possible joint actions for the platform. 

Goal (-s): It is important to joint forces, move in one direction and speak with one voice, conveying a clear “regional message” to national and intergovernmental authorities, such as EU. 

It is further important to raise public awareness of Energy and Climate challenges in the BSR. 

Comments that were given during the discussion: 

· Public awareness of Energy and Climate challenges in the region is important 

· Innovation in the field of Energy and Climate is missing and should be added

· Identifying concrete actions is important

· Creation of new structures should be avoided

· Open joint platform should be established – free to participate and not to participate in some of its fragments/activities

· Concept document could fit well when co-operating with external actors (such as Chinese)

Proposed amendments:

· Page 1, Goals: use intergovernmental instead of supranational (authorities). 

· ... raise public awareness of Energy and Climate issues in the BSR. Use actions or challenges instead of issues. 
· Page 2, Focus on: add Energy saving (point 3)
· Involve into co-operation: Policymakers, add including governments and parliaments. 

· Obtain: Financial support to implement joint activities.. Delete: such as conferences and summits. Insert: including result-oriented activities. 

Regarding “ACTIONS” field in the concept paper BSSSC pointed out that some actions, coming out of identified objectives are already being implemented – such as information exchange and preparation for participation in joint activities, etc.   

3. Concluding remarks. Further steps

Baltic Sea Region organisations endorsed the idea of joint coordination of activities in the field of energy and climate. Only by joining forces and standing together will we be strong enough to influence the regional agenda and meet global challenges. The formed platform on energy will help the organisations to move in one common direction and avoid duplications in their activities. All organisations agreed that more knowledge exchange and co-operation is needed in order to speak with one voice when it comes the European and global challenges in the field of energy and climate change.

Priorities:

· Analysis of the current Energy and Climate situation in the BSR

· Addressing concerns and considerations of the regional level on Energy and Climate issues to the high political level should be given priority. 

· Raising awareness among the inhabitants of the BSR is crucial.

· Further involvement of a broader range of actors (representatives of business, science, NGOs) working with Energy and Climate-related issues and obtaining financial support to implement joint activities

· A broader involvement of Estonia, Lithuania, Latvia, Poland and Russia is highly desired. 

Following the discussion at the meeting the participants agreed on the following further steps: 

· Amend and further elaborate the concept paper for the Joint Energy and Climate Platform (BSSSC). A simplified One Pager is desired in parallel. 
· Identify joint activities. The BSR organisations are asked to submit their priorities (3 to 4) to the BSSSC.

· Continue with information/knowledge exchange and dissemination (All)

· BDF will issue a BDF Magazine in early Summer 2008. The publication will be about energy and will include semi-academic analyses, interesting articles and good examples from the BSR. BSR organisations are encouraged to contact Helena Zimmerdahl Torgerson, BDF Head of Media and Communication with regard to the issue.      
· Next meeting: Baltic Sea Commission (BSC) invited the BSR organizations to the next meeting on energy and climate in Borgå/Porvoo Finland during the late spring. CBSS will look into the possibility of a back-to-back meeting after the BASREC ministerial conference in September.
· The platform agreed that a Tripple Helix approach is needed and the industry should be involved. 
· The organisations agreed that the upcoming BDF Summit (Copenhagen-Malmö, 30 November - 2 December) would serve as the common platform to present the challenges of regional cooperation in the field.       
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