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ACTIVITY REPORTS FROM THE BSR ORGANISATIONS 

AT THE 2nd CO-ORDINATION MEETING 

ON ENERGY AND CLIMATE IN COPENHAGEN, 6 FEBRUARY 2008

(See also Summary from the 2nd Co-ordination Meeting) 

1. Activity reports from the BSR organisations 

BSSSC:

· Has been involved in the co-ordination process together with BDF. BSSSC Secretariat and BDF had a meeting 10 January 2008.

· Implemented Eco-Energy Seminar in conjunction with the BSSSC Board Meeting in Gdansk, Poland, 15 November 2007. Presentation of the Baltic Eco Energy Cluster and OREEC – (Oslo Renewable Energy and Environmental Cluster) was made.

· Presented BSSSC Energy and Climate work in Montpellier, France. 

BDF: 
 Following the successful energy session at the BDF Summit 2007 in Tallinn, BDF will focus its strategic activities on three key areas in 2008. 1) Energy cooperation, 2) Talents and labor force, and 3) Contribution to the EU strategy for the Baltic Sea Region 

· BDF has initiated an analysis on energy cooperation in the Baltic Sea Region. This analysis is planned to be presented at the 2009 BDF Summit and serve as a regional message to the UN Climate Summit in Copenhagen 2009.     

· BDF includes a part on energy into this year’s economic analysis of the State of the Region Report 

· BDF’s ambition is to involve actors from Poland and Russia into the regional energy dialogue. Therefore, two seminars will be held on the topic in Warsaw and St. Petersburg during Spring 2008. 

· The 2008 BDF Summit is planned to be held in Copenhagen-Malmö on 30 November-2 December. One of the Summit’s central themes will be Energy cooperation in the Baltic Sea Region. 

· BDF’s ambition is to involve the private sector into the energy dialogue in the Baltic Sea Region. Through its wide network of businesses, this should be feasible.    

· BDF will issue a BDF Magazine in early Summer 2008. The publication will be about energy and will include semi-academic analyses, interesting articles and good examples from the Region.        

CBSS:

The CBSS Secretariat director emphasized the linkage between Energy and Climate Change being high on the agenda of the CBSS and on the priority-list of the CBSS presidencies as well as the good cooperation with BASREC and Baltic 21:
· Priority of the Latvian CBSS Presidency (competitive and free energy market; promotion of renewable resources; efficient consumption of energy), aiming at more synergies and exchange of views with the regional and sub-regional partners 
· BASREC is in preparation of the Ministerial Conference on 15-16 September 2008 in Copenhagen. There are some energy topics under discussion to meet the energy policy and climate policy challenges. In addition the Energy Ministers require different energy-related studies. Asked to investigate which studies and analysis have been done already, in order to avoid duplication of work. Work on climate change within the BASREC Testing Ground Committee (TGC)
· Baltic 21 in co-operation with BASREC have initiated the “Baltic Sea Bio-Energy Promotion Programme”, which is included in the new BSR Programme 2007-2013 as an example of a strategic project. The project application will be submitted to the first call of the BSR Programme in May 2008 by the Energy Agency of Sweden on behalf of the BSR-wide consortium. The aim of the programme is to mobilise the Bio-energy potential of the whole region, addressing both policy-makers and business, and providing a platform for cross-sectoral and transnational networking to facilitate information and knowledge exchange and coordinated policy development of bio-energy promoting instruments. The partnership is nearly completed.
· Mentioned Iceland and its unique experiences regarding geothermic and hydropower
CBSS emphasized the chance and challenge of working in a wider geographical point, with regions and organisations in other parts of Europe. Referred to the energy seminar on October 2007 in Stockholm, in cooperation with i.a: the Romanian Embassy, and the possibilities to develop an energy policy.
NCM:

· Identifying projects, business and research works in energy and climate. 

· Working with COP 15. 

· Co-ordinating with Arctic regions. 

· Globalisation forum – Swedish Prime minister is setting the agenda. 

CPMR  - Baltic Sea Commission:
The major focus for the BSC Energy WG in 2008 has so far been on planning the joint conference with the NSC Sustainable Development Group in Umeå, April 24-25. We will hold a separate WG meeting on the 23rd, and hopefully attract more BSC regions to become members of the WG. The theme of the conference is "Regional actions for sustainable buildings". 

The WG was also represented at the CPMR energy steering committee meeting and contributed with a speaker at the CMPR seminar during Sustainable Energy Week in Brussels, January 30th. The following debate showed that there is a strong lobby against bio-fuel and the Baltic Sea organisations ought jointly to challenge as our opportunities and alternatives for farmland use differ from that of continental Europe.

Closer cooperation with the BSSSC and other Baltic Sea organizations was initiated in 2007 and will continue in 2008.
The BSC has answered to the EU GP on Climate Change, together with BSSSC. CPMR has reported that this paper was well received at EU not the least since the green paper had very few references to the Baltic Sea Area. Also, it was noted that we had delivered a joint document and thus putting more weight behind our words.

BSC is looking forward to welcoming the BSR organizations next meeting on energy and climate in Borgå/Porvoo Finland during the late spring. 

BSPC: 

The Baltic Sea Conference (BSPC) launched two new working groups at the 16th BSPC in Berlin in August 2007: The BSPC WG on Energy and Climate Change, and the BSPC WG on Labour Market and Social Affairs. All member parliaments of the BSPC, national and regional, are eligible for membership in the WGs. The BSPC WG Energy held its inaugural meeting in Tallinn on 5th February. Some 12 MPs and 10 staff took part. The meeting was devoted to general deliberations on mandate, scope and deliverables of the WG. The timeframe of the WG extends to fall 2009. Target events are the 18th BSPC in Copenhagen and the Climate summit in Copenhagen. The WG´s overarching and primary mission is to serve as a political pressure group, not as another expert group. The WG´s overall objective is to produce a set of political recommendations on energy and climate change issues, rooted in BSR conditions. Three subject areas were tentatively prioritized: energy efficiency and savings; renewable energy; and public awareness. As a departure point for the WG, an overview of current environmental legislation and political initiatives will be compiled. The WG also aims at gradually building a “Catalogue of Success Stories” about concrete efforts and projects dealing with energy efficiency an renewable energy, comprising both public and private initiatives and ranging from micro- to macro-scale. This, together with meetings, hearings and other activities, will form the basic input for the formulation of policy recommendations. The next meeting of WG Energy is 22-23 May.
 

The Extended Standing Committee of the BSPC held meetings in Brussels on 22 January with representatives of the Committee of the Regions, the European Parliament and the European Commission. Discussions addressed, i.a., the CoR interregional Group Baltic Sea Region, the Baltic Sea Strategy within the new Northern Dimension, the Northern Dimension, and the EU Maritime policy. 

B7: 

Working with the following key energy and climate related projects
 

1. TRANSPLAN

The TransPlan project will produce 5 new energy plans for 5 islands. Bornholm, Gotland, Åland, Saaremaa, Sardinia. These plans will contain tools for the: 

1. systematic monitoring of the development in energy consumption,

2. demonstration of more efficient implementation methods, and the

3. dissemination and creation of networks for sharing experience & implementing    

experiences

 

2. MARITIME POLICY IMPLEMENTATION

This involves following up on the Commissions Maritime Green Paper and the development of the Baltic Master II project aimed at improving maritime safety and security in the Baltic Sea Region.

 

3. EU's STRATEGY for the BALTIC SEA REGION

B7 politicians and officials will meet with the EU Commission and the Maritime Task force in Brussels at the beginning of April. B7 hopes that the strategy will be inclusive and with a focus on actions and results. The B7 was very supportive of the EU Parliament's Baltic Europe Intergroup (BEI) Baltic Sea Strategy that unfortunately ended as only paper intentions.

UBC:

UBC’s activities in the field of Energy and Climate are mainly focused on the following areas: 

1. Energy efficiency – concrete measures to reduce use of energy and CO2-emissions. District heating – Application to EU’s energy funds – IEEA submitted. 

2. Distance heating – use of new technologies. 

3. Co-operation with the global actors, for example Chinese provinces on Export of Environment friendly technologies. To be able to match such big actors as an equal counterpart in the co-operation it is necessary to join forces in the BSR (Network of enterprises). Information exchange on new technologies – ideas. Possibilities of creating a database in the future. As for the bast practise catalogue, it is necessary to get best practises approved by academia/experts. Concrete projects are needed. 

	BSSSC, c/o Eastern Norway County Network

Oppland fylkeskommune, Serviceboks, N-2626 LILLEHAMMER, NORWAY

Phone: +47 61 28 92 70 Fax: +47 61 28 94 91

E-mail: bsssc@bsssc.com
www.bsssc.com 
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